
Periodontal disease

Delta Dental of Wisconsin

To help control periodontal disease, Delta Dental recommends four periodontal maintenance visits per year for 
those individuals with moderate to high risk of progressive periodontal diseases.

Most patients with recurrent inflammation of the gingival tissues (gingivitis) without bone loss are adequately 
treated with one or two cleanings per year. In these cases, a dental prophylaxis will preserve the periodontal 
tissues.

For patients with a history of susceptibility 
to periodontal diseases, periodontal 
maintenance needs to be conducted 
at more frequent intervals.1, 2 Statistical 
modeling3 and Delta Dental’s analysis 
of its own claims data4 show that these 
nonsurgical benefits are more economical 
than periodontal surgery. These procedures 
are also health-preserving and reduce tooth 
loss compared to those periodontal patients 
who do not receive these therapies.5  Tooth 
loss is a major expense whether the tooth 
is replaced by a conventional bridge or a dental implant.

EBICP benefits for persons with prior surgical or nonsurgical treat-
ment of periodontal disease
With an indicator for prior surgical or nonsurgical treatment of 
periodontal disease, a participant is eligible for up to two additional 
dental visits in a benefit year for adult prophylaxis or periodontal 
maintenance. Participants are also eligible for topical fluoride ap-
plication beyond the age limitation of the group contract. Coverage 
will be at the group-contracted benefit level. There is no end date 
on this additional coverage. There is no age requirement and the 
patient may be the subscriber, spouse or other covered depen-
dent. 
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